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Unit 1: the past 

 

 Simple past: ordinary vs auxiliary verbs 
 questions, affirmative and negative forms
 the role of did as auxiliary verb 

 Simple past: regular vs irregular verbs (paradigms)
 BE vs AE  

 Simple past: use
 short, quickly finished actions and happenings
 longer situations
 repeated events 

 Contrasting English and Italian
 the idea of past actions into Italian (passato prossimo, passato remoto, imperfetto)  

 
 Unit 2: the past 

 

 Present perfect simple: forms
 questions, affirmative and negative forms 

 The role of have as auxiliary verb 
 The past participle: regular vs irregular verbs 
 Present perfect and adverbs (initial, mid- and end position)

 ever, never, once, twice, still, just, already, yet, not…yet, recently, lately, today, so far, this 
week/month/year, in the past few days/years
 since, for   

 Present perfect simple: use
 unfinished events
 finished events connected with the present
 finished events with expressions of ‘time up to now’
 repetition and continuation to now
 time not mentioned 

 Simple past vs present perfect: BE vs AE 
Been and gone 
Present perfect progressive: forms 
 questions, affirmative and negative forms 

Present perfect progressive: use 
 unfinished events
 finished events connected with the present 

Unit 3: the past 

 Past progressive: ordinary verbs 
 questions, affirmative and negative forms
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 the –ing form  
 Past progressive: use 
 actions or events occurring in a specific past time 
 simultaneous actions 

 Past progressive vs past simple: inventing a story 
 past situations interrupted by past events  
 permanent actions occurring during temporary situations 
 following actions 

 
Unit 4: the future 

 

The future: will 
 questions, affirmative and negative forms
 modal auxiliary verbs: absence of infinitives or participles, absence of –s in the third person 
singular
 meanings: certainty/possibility in predictions, willingness in immediate decisions or promises  

The future: to be going to
 questions, affirmative and negative forms
 to be as auxiliary verb vs ordinary verb stem
 meanings: intentions and things that are on the way 

The future: present progressive
 questions, affirmative and negative forms
 meanings: arrangements and plans
 future expressions: next week/month/year, on Saturday, in November, tomorrow, at Christmas, 
in two days time 

The future: simple present
 questions, affirmative and negative forms
 ordinary vs auxiliary verbs
 meanings: fixed actions (timetables, appointments, steps) 

Choosing among the futures
 Italian vs English 
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